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—S STAR STYLE

The Block judge Darren Palmer is a successful interior designer with a Hair for
creating special spaces. S0 he was the perfect choice to join forces with BoysTown
to decorate their latest prize home. Here he talks about why he was keen 1o rake
the project on, his approach and shares some style tips.

Through eheir prize homes, Begs Town
do fantastic work raising funds 1o provide
disadvaniaged young Australians and
thear farmilies with a baghter fumure. | was
thrilled 1o casch wp with The Blocr judge
and one of Australia’s leading nterion
designers Darren Palmer to talk about his
recent collsboration with BoysTown,
Aleo a skilled sosaker, wriner and
brand ambasiador, Darren happily bent
his shills ard celebrity status to the lavest
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BeysTown prize home, and i< responsible
for urnishing and seging what is their
st prestigious progeerty yet a 3.2
mdlien luxury beachfrent aparermient on
the spectacular Gold Caase

Darren and | caught up on the Coast
whese | received a VIP tour of the newly
dicarated apartrment — and ehid tirme it
was My turn b pass jud gement. ..
Carlene: Why did vou decide to
jain forces with BoysTown Lo

furnish and decorate their latest
prize home?

Diarrent BoysTown dosuch great

waork. Through proparty, they raise
funds tocare for young people and
provide resources that are hugely
needed, | lave property and my skills are
geared towards adding valee through
wansformation of properey, so | was
anly too kappy ta do what | lawe te
contribute to such a good cause,

S W hat was your design for this
project briel - or did you have complete
ereativie freedom?

Dz | had earmplese freedarn Bue that doesn't
rrvieant | could da amything! The apartrment iteelf
s a blend af rafned and relaxed elerments 26
the design had 1o be both relaved and refined
too. The view is amazing and the setting is
nature &t its best, 50 I wanted tocreate o repm
setting that captured the best vistas and that
didn's getin the way of the view.

C: How would you describe your design
avstheticin gvcnl:rn] and is the outcome
of this apartment in keeping with it?

D Alwiys natural. That's rmy

ansthetic, Mamral, 'Frifnl;ﬂ:,l and appropriace
are the keys to my work. Matural textures and
mxterials, l’rion-.'ll:,' toy v imand relate o and
APPropriate in terms af the area, the hu ilding
and the cccupant, When all of these things
come tegether you have a successful resulyas
far as I'mm concerned.
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C: What was your starting point?

D | started by looking at the property and
be-ilﬁ SOUIFCing upl;i;;ms., 'ﬁling them an.-.-.;.:lrin
folders so | could look arall of my different
chizices, [anly had a few days vo saurce and
secure all of ethe furniture and decor items, so
I had tobe structured and organised,
C=What weere your main priorities®
D Civing as much to the recipients as
possible, We had 2 budget to adhere to

ard a kot to achiewe with it, 5o L wanted o
give a comprehensive, well cansidered and
beautifully designed home,

CeIf you had to choose, which is your
favourite space in the apartment?

D= | ke ehe rnaster bedraarm, IF] could wake
up every day i that space Dwould be a very
happy man! The textures, view... serigusly,
there can't be awrang side to get out of thar
king-sized bed,

C: Tell us what your favourite piece is
in the apartment...

D:'S-q.'-l'l'b;l.r'.:ll l;l‘linEf! | leree the pendants in the
-.'IiﬂinE area, | bowe the [n-.lr-pl;hsl; beed, | b the
sofasand actually, the whele lounge room
setup; consales, coffee tables and rugs. The
artis beautiful. Can ljust say, ‘everything'?

C: OF course! What challenges did you
face inthe design process?

Do The tirneline was super tght The budger
was respectable and chankfully | beant om all
of my amazing wholesale suppliers vo help
s Gt sowe were atle toget a whele lot
mare bang for our bucks,

C: How do you think the Gold Coast/
Cueensland design and way of life
diffare fram othar erarae?

el she beaches are certai ity different.
Whien | maved to Sydney | visited Bondi and
WS SUrprised I:|:|| COMparison ta the harizon
ta-horizon beaches on the Gold Coase.

“Natural, friendly and appropriate
are the keys to my work’

Being beachside encourages a more relased
pace of life and Queensland has more beach
than maost States so it must be one of the
mast relaced places, no?

Cr Absolutely, What's your advice to
budding imterior designers?

D Stwdy, practise and learn from all of your
axperiences, Read books, study texts, loak
AE photures powark out why Some reoms
wiark and wark cut what's missing of wrong
in theanes that den's. Learn frem your
failures and your suecesses alike, ard abways
kiep practising.

C:What are your top tips to
homeswners who want to reinvigorate
their interior?

D Deuy iy beoeods and have a good read!
There are raary things you can do 1o elevaze
the interast in your hoeme You need eo
krow why and hiew, but thankhully that's all
in my baak.

You'll find Darren’s boak
Emy Leoreryr AR Expert
Guridee o Creating rour
Perfect Home in all good
bookstores (price varies):
WWWLANZUSTobertson.
com.au books
ensy-lunury-darren-
palmer/p/orBiyazbiony

Carlgne Duffy ks an Ingerior

consultant and owner of
cedarandsuede.comau
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